OPENING AND CLOSING SENTENCES FOR 

AWARD CITATIONS

NAVY CROSS:

OPENING:  For extraordinary heroism as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) outstanding display of decisive leadership, unlimited courage in the face of heavy enemy fire, and utmost devotion to duty, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL:

OPENING:  For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of the United States in a duty of great responsibility while serving as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) superior leadership, outstanding professionalism, and deep devotion to duty, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

SILVER STAR:

OPENING:  For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy while serving as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) bold leadership, wise judgment, and complete dedication to duty, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

LEGION OF MERIT:

OPENING:  For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service as...

CLOSING:  (Rank\Name)’s sterling leadership, keen judgment, and inspiring devotion to duty reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the United Stated Naval Service.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS:

OPENING:  For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) prodigious efforts, sterling performance, and unexcelled dedication to duty in the face of hazardous flying conditions, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS (COMBAT-TYPE):

OPENING:  For heroism while participating in aerial flight as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) superb airmanship, inspiring courage, and loyal devotion to duty in the face of hazardous flying conditions, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL:

OPENING:  For heroism while serving as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her)\her courageous and prompt actions in the face of great personal risk, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL:

OPENING:  For meritorious achievement in connection with combat operations as...

CLOSING:  (Rank\Name)’s total effectiveness, forceful leadership, and loyal devotion to duty reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (COMBAT-TYPE):

OPENING:  For heroic achievement in connection with combat operations against the enemy as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) zealous initiative, courageous actions, and exceptional dedication to duty, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL:

OPENING:  For outstanding meritorious service as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) outstanding leadership, commendable innovation, and inspiring dedication to duty, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

AIR MEDAL:

OPENING:  For meritorious achievement in aerial flight as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) superb airmanship, perseverance, and loyal devotion to duty in the face of hazardous flying conditions, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

AIR MEDAL (COMBAT-TYPE):

OPENING:  For heroic achievement in aerial flight as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) skillful airmanship, steadfast aggressiveness, and exemplary devotion to duty in the face of hazardous flying conditions, (Rank\Name) reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL:

OPENING:  For meritorious service (or meritorious achievement) while serving as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) enthusiasm, professionalism and unwavering devotion to duty, (Rank\Name) upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL(COMBAT-TYPE):

OPENING:  For heroic service (or heroic achievement) while serving as...

CLOSING:  By (his\her) enthusiasm, professionalism and unwavering devotion to duty, (Rank\Name) upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL:

OPENING:  Professional achievement as...

CLOSING:  (Rank\Name)’s enthusiasm, initiative and loyal dedication to duty reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL (COMBAT-TYPE):

OPENING:  Heroic achievement as...

CLOSING:  (His\Her) managerial ability, personal initiative, and unswerving devotion to duty reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION:

OPENING:  For extraordinary heroism and outstanding performance of duty in action against enemy forces in...

CLOSING:  By their outstanding courage, resourcefulness and aggressive fighting spirit in combat against a frequently well-equipped, well-trained, and often numerically superior enemy, the officers and enlisted personnel of (UNIT) reflected great credit upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION:

OPENING:  For exceptionally meritorious service during assigned missions...

CLOSING:  By their truly distinctive achievements, extensive enthusiasm, and unfailing devotion to duty, the officers, enlisted personnel, and civilian employees of (Unit) reflected great credit upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION:

OPENING:  For meritorious service from [Date(s)] to the personnel fo (Unit)...

CLOSING:  By their unrelenting determination, perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers and enlisted personnel of (Unit) reflected great credit upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION:

OPENING:  For outstanding performance of duty while serving as...

LINE 2:  Throughout this period, (Rank\Name) performed (his\her) 

    duties in an exemplary and highly professional manner.

CLOSING:  (Rank\Name)'s enthusiasm, initiative and loyal dedication to duty reflected great credit upon (himself\herself) and were in keeping with the finest traditions of the United States Marine Corps.

