FORCE CHAPLAIN’S CHRONOLOGY

1 JULY TO 31 DECEMBER 2002

a.  
Personnel Information.

Force Chaplain

CAPT Henry Nixon, Jr., CHC, USN

1 July – 31 December 2002

b.   Narrative Summary.  The Force Chaplain’s Office 

experienced a change in leadership as Captain Henry Nixon, Jr., CHC, USN assumed the responsibility as Force Chaplain in April 2002.  RPCS Cindy A. Blankenship (SW/FMF), USN assumed the position of Force Religious Program Specialist on 20 August 2002. Commander Jeffrey E. Rhodes, CHC, USN, reported on 09 September 2002 to assume the position of Deputy Chaplain, Marine Forces Pacific.  Major new emphases included better communication with the MSC chaplains and intra-service chaplains of major components as reflected in site-visits and marked use of Video Telecommunication Conferences (VTCs).  There was also a sustained effort in preparing to assume the office of MARCENT Chaplain, as reflected in the site visits to MARCENT by the Force Chaplain and Force Religious Program Specialist.

c.   Sequence of Events.

13-27 July – Force Chaplain visits Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton (MCBCP) and I Marine Expeditionary Force (I MEF); 3d Marine Air Wing (3d MAW) and Marine Corps Air Station, Miramar, CA; Marine Air Ground Task Force Training Command (MAGTFTC), Twenty Nine Palms, CA; Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD), San Diego, CA; and, Marine Corps Base Japan (MCBJ).

30 July – 02 August – Force Chaplain attends Executive Steering Committee Meeting at Headquarters Marine Corps, Washington, DC.

20 August – Force Religious Program Specialist, RPCS Cindy A. Blankenship (ESWS/FMF) reports to command.

22 August – 08 September – Force Chaplain attends Ulchi Focus Lens, Korea.  Site visits to Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS), Iwakuni, Japan; Marine Corps Base Camp Fuji, Japan; and the Domestic Violence Conference in Millington, TN.

09 September – Deputy Chaplain, Commander Jeffrey E. Rhodes, CHC, USN reports to command.  

12 September – VTC conducted with I MEF, III MEF, and Marine Corps Bases Pendleton and Japan in preparation for the Senior Leadership Ministry Conference.

16-20 September – Chaplain Nixon and RPCS Blankenship attended the CENTCOM Chaplain’s Conference MacDill AFB, Tampa, Florida entitled: “Strategic Planning and Training Conference for Unified and Component Command Chaplains, and Senior Enlisted.”  COL Brian R. Van Sickle, Command Chaplain U.S. Special Operations Command; and COL Jerry Robinson, Command Chaplain, U.S. Central Command, co-hosts. The conference purpose was to review role of Chaplain as advisor to the Commander at the strategic level.

23 September – RPCS Blankenship TAD Site Visit to MCRD, San Diego, CA.

25 September – RPCS Blankenship TAD Site Visit to I MEF to meet with RPCM Ed Jernigan and Captain John Gwudz, CHC, USN.

25-29 September – Deputy Force Chaplain conducts site visits to III MEF, MCBJ, and MCAS, Iwakuni, Japan.

03 October – Captain James Puttler, CHC, USN departs command as Deputy Chaplain with orders to the Chaplain Resource Board, Norfolk, VA.

10 October – VTC conducted with CENTCOM Chaplain, COL Jerry Robinson, Command Chaplain, U.S. Central Command, and chaplains from: USCENTAF, JTF180 in Afghanistan; NAVCENT; and, SOCCENT.  The main emphasis was to determine viability of VTC’s at designated locations, and to coordinate synchronization of Religious Ministries across the board.

21-23 October – Senior Leadership Ministry Conference (“Strategies and Resources for Post 9/11 Spiritual Leadership”) held at the Hale Koa Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii.  Purpose: to provide training for thirty-nine senior Chaplains and eighteen senior Religious Program Specialists in the Marine Forces Pacific Area of Operations in their role as moral and ethical advisors at the strategic level.  Ph.D. level speakers represented:  the Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies, The Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, the United States Institute of Peace, and the Joint Forces Command. The Chaplain of the Marine Corps, RADM Louis Iasiello, CHC, USN was in attendance.

31 October – 09 November – Force Chaplain and Force Religious Program Specialist conduct site visits to MARCENT Bahrain, and CFLCC in Kuwait.  Attend MARFOR Conference at Headquarters Marine Corps Washington, DC, and visit Chaplain and Religious Program Specialist Expeditionary Skills Training (CREST) at Camp LeJeune, NC.

16 November – 22 November – Force Religious Program Specialist participates in Occupational Standards Review for the Religious Program Specialist rating at Norfolk Naval Station, Norfolk, VA.

18 – 22 November – Reserve Deputy Chaplain, LCDR James G. Chapman, CHC, USNR-R reports for active training.

21 November – VTC conducted with Marine Forces Reserves and Naval Reserves Forces Command (New Orleans, LA) with Force Chaplain, Deputy Force Chaplain, and Reserve Deputy.  Present in New Orleans were: RADM Daryl Bigger, CHC, USNR-R, Deputy Chief of Chaplains for Reserves; Captain Moses Stith, CHC, USN (MARFORRES); and Captain Stephen Linehan, CHC, USN (CNRF).

21 December – 08 January 2003 – Force Chaplain and Force Religion Program Specialist site visit to Bahrain to set-up office space in anticipation of future deployment with Marine Forces Central Command.  Travel to Kuwait in support of a visit by the Chaplain of the Marine Corps.

23 December – Restarted Force Chaplain’s Newsletter.
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