READ ADMIRAL IASIELLO, 

    DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 

        SENIOR CHAPLAINS AND SENIOR RELIGIOUS  

            PROGRAM SPECIALISTS,  

ALOHA AND GOOD MORNING.

I AM PLEASED TO WELCOME YOU TO HAWAII.  LTGEN   

    HAILSTON WANTED TO WELCOME YOU HIMSELF, 

        BUT HE IS CURRENTLY DEPLOYED TO BAHRAIN.  

             HE SENDS HIS GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES FOR A REWARDING AND SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE.

IN ADDITION TO OFFICIALLY WELCOMING YOU TO THIS 

    WEEK'S CONFERENCE, I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SAY 

        A FEW WORDS ON YOUR ROLE AS THE SPIRITUAL 

            AND MORAL ADVISOR TO THE COMMANDER.  IN VIEW OF THE DANGERS AND UNCERTAINTIES THAT 

    OUR MARINES AND SAILORS FACE TODAY AND IN 

THE MONTHS AHEAD, I HAVE INSTEAD CHOSEN 

    ANOTHER TOPIC—PRAYER.

FOURTEEN MONTHS AGO, OUR NATION WAS 

    ATTACKED—VICIOUSLY AND WITHOUT 

        PROVOCATION.  WE RECALL WITH PRIDE HOW 

            OUR NATION VAULTED FROM THAT MOMENT OF SUFFERING AND DESPAIR TO QUICKLY AND 

    DECISIVELY INITIATING THE ONGOING GLOBAL WAR 

        ON TERRORISM.  CERTAINLY, THE PROJECTION 

            OF UNITED STATES NAVAL POWER FROM THE WATERS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE PERSIAN 

    GULF TO THE SANDS OF AFGHANISTAN REMAINS 

        THE FOREMOST SYMBOL OF OUR NATION'S 

            CURRENT POSITION OF UNDISPUTED WORLD LEADERSHIP.

AS OUR NATION CONTEMPLATES AN EVEN WIDER—

AND PERHAPS, MORE DEADLY—PHASE OF THIS WAR, 

    WE SHOULD PAUSE TO CONSIDER THE 

        IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER IN THE LIVES OF ALL 

            AMERICANS.  IT IS ALTOGETHER FITTING AND PROPER THAT WE TAKE TIME TO REFLECT ON WHO 

    WE ARE, WHAT WE REPRESENT, AND WHY.  

        AMERICANS ARE A GOOD AND DECENT PEOPLE.  

            WE ARE A STABILIZING INFLUENCE AND MORAL BEACON FOR THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY, AND WE 

    WILLINGLY GIVE OF OURSELVES SO OTHERS CAN 

        HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE IN PEACE AND 

            DIGNITY.

SINCE OUR REVOLUTION FOR INDEPENDENCE, THE 

    AMERICAN SERVICEMAN AND SERVICEWOMAN 

        HAVE WALKED POINT TO ENSURE THE AMERICAN 

            PEOPLE ENJOY THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE, 

LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.  ON 

COUNTLESS BATTLEFIELDS AND DURING SOME OF 

    THE BLEAKEST HOURS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, 

        PRAYER HAS SUSTAINED THE AMERICAN 

            SOLDIER, SAILOR, AIRMAN, AND MARINE, COAST GUARDSMAN, AND CIVILIAN LEADERS WHO 

    DIRECT AND CONTROL US.  PRAYER IS THE WELL 

        SPRING FROM WHICH THE PROFESSION OF ARMS 

            DRAWS ITS SPIRITUAL AND MORAL STRENGTH AND THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH THE COMBAT 

    EFFECTIVENESS OF THE AMERICAN MILITARY IS 

        BUILT.  

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER IN OUR MILITARY GOES 

    BACK TO THE FOUNDING OF OUR NATION.  IN 1775, 

        THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGED 

            THE VALUE OF PRAYER IN THEIR CALL TO THE COLONIES TO DEVOTE A DAY OF PRAYING FOR THE  

    WISDOM NECESSARY TO FORM A NEW NATION.  IN 

1863, DURING THE DARKEST DAYS OF THE AMERICAN 

    CIVIL WAR, PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

        PROCLAIMED A "NATIONAL DAY OF HUMILIATION, 

            FASTING, AND PRAYER" AS A TIME TO ATONE FOR THE "NATIONAL SINS" THAT HAD LED THE NATION 

    INTO CIVIL WAR.   

AN OFTEN ASKED QUESTION IS:  "DOES PRAYER 

    MATTER?"  EACH OF US MUST ANSWER THAT 

        QUESTION FOR HIM OR HERSELF.  AS WE 

            REFLECT ON THE VALUE AND POWER OF PRAYER IN OUR DAILY LIVES, I WOULD ASK EACH OF 

    YOU TO TAKE A SHORT WALK WITH ME TO PAST 

        BATTLEFIELDS WHERE PRAYER MADE A 

            DIFFERENCE.

IN HIS EXCEPTIONAL BOOK "WHEN HELL WAS IN 

    SESSION", ADMIRAL JEREMIAH DENTON, WHO 

ENDURED OVER 7 YEARS OF TORTURE, ISOLATION, 

    AND DEPRIVATION AS A PRISONER OF WAR IN 

        NORTH VIETNAM, TELLS OF HIS REMARKABLE 

            STRUGGLE TO NOT ONLY SURVIVE, BUT TO IMPART TO HIS FELLOW POW'S A SENSE OF 

    PURPOSE, DUTY, AND HOPE.  IN HIS OWN 

        WORDS, "MY PRINCIPAL BATTLE WITH THE 

            NORTH VIETNAMESE WAS A MORAL ONE, AND PRAYER WAS MY PRIME SOURCE OF 

    STRENGTH".

THE INDIVIDUALITY OF PRAYER IS POIGNANTLY 

    REFLECTED BY AN ANONYMOUS YOUNG MARINE, 

        WHO PENNED THE FOLLOWING PRAYER ON AN 

            EMPTY C-RATION CARTON AT KHE SAHN IN VIETNAM: "FOR THOSE WHO HAVE FOUGHT FOR IT, 

    LIFE HAS A SPECIAL QUALITY THE PROTECTED 

        WILL NEVER KNOW".

DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, ON A VERY COLD 

    DECEMBER 8TH IN 1944 GENERAL GEORGE PATTON 

        CALLED HIS THIRD ARMY CHAPLAIN AND ASKED 

            IF HE HAD A GOOD PRAYER FOR WEATHER STATING: "WE MUST DO SOMETHING ABOUT THESE 

    RAINS IF WE ARE TO WIN THIS WAR".  PENNING A 

        PRAYER, THE CHAPLAIN SUBMITTED IT TO 

            GENERAL PATTON FOR APPROVAL.  PATTON READ IT AND DIRECTED THAT 250,000 COPIES BE 

    REPRODUCED AND PROVIDED TO EVERY MAN IN 

        THE THIRD ARMY.  THE PRAYER READ: 

           "ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, WE HUMBLY BESEECH THEE, OF THY GREAT GOODNESS, 

    TO RESTRAIN THESE IMMODERATE RAINS WITH 

        WHICH WE HAVE HAD TO CONTEND.  GRANT US 

            FAIR WEATHER FOR BATTLE.  GRACIOUSLY HARKEN TO US AS SOLDIERS WHO CALL THEE THAT, 

    ARMED WITH THY POWER, WE MAY ADVANCE 

FROM VICTORY TO VICTORY, AND CRUSH THE 

    OPPRESSION AND WICKEDNESS OF OUR ENEMIES, 

        AND ESTABLISH THY JUSTICE AMONG MEN AND 

            NATIONS".  THREE WEEKS LATER, WITH CLEARING WEATHER, THE LEAD ELEMENTS OF THE 

    THIRD ARMY FOUGHT THEIR WAY TO A SMALL 

        TOWN IN BELGIUM NAMED BASTOGNE TO 

            RELIEVE THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION WHICH HAD BEEN CUT OFF AND COMPLETELY SURROUNDED 

    BY A GERMAN ARMY.

AND NO PRAYER BETTER CAPTURES THE AMERICAN 

    MILITARY'S COMPASSION FOR FALLEN COMRADES 

        AND OUR UNCOMPROMISING OPTIMISM THAT 

            FROM THE HORRORS AND CARNAGE OF WAR WILL SPRING A BETTER FUTURE FOR OUR SONS AND 

    DAUGHTERS THAN THE PRAYER THAT WAS 

        COMPOSED AND DELIVERED BY THE CHAPLAIN 

OF THE 5TH MARINE DIVISION TO DEDICATE THE 

    DIVISION'S CEMETERY AT THE FOOT OF MOUNT 

        SARABACHI ON THE ISLAND OF IWO JIMA AT THE 

            CONCLUSION OF THE EPIC BATTLE IN MARCH 1945.  ONE VERSE OF THAT PRAYER SPEAKS 

    VOLUMES ABOUT WHY WE ARE TODAY ENGAGED IN 

        A GLOBAL WAR AGAINST TERRORISM.  AND I 

            QUOTE: "TO ONE THING MORE DO WE CONSECRATE OURSELVES IN MEMORY OF THOSE 

    WHO SLEEP BENEATH THESE CROSSES AND 

        STARS…THIS WAR, WITH ALL ITS FRIGHTFUL 

            HEARTACHE AND SUFFERING, IS BUT THE BEGINNING OF OUR GENERATION'S STRUGGLE FOR 

    DEMOCRACY.  WHEN THE LAST BATTLE HAS BEEN 

        WON, THERE WILL BE THOSE AT HOME, AS 

            THERE WERE LAST TIME, WHO WILL WANT TO TURN OUR BACKS IN SELFISH ISOLATION ON THE 

    REST OF ORGANIZED HUMANITY, AND THUS TO 

SABOTAGE THE VERY PEACE FOR WHICH WE FIGHT.  

    WE PROMISE YOU WHO LIE HERE: WE WILL NOT DO 

        THAT!"

SO MY MESSAGE TO YOU IS THAT "PRAYER" 

    MATTERS.  MOREOVER, FOR THE PROFESSION OF 

        ARMS, IT IS A COMBAT MULTIPLIER.  IT 

            NURTURES AND SUSTAINS OUR MARINES AND SAILORS; IT PROVIDES OUR LEADERS THE MORAL 

    AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION; AND IT 

        PROVIDES OUR COMMANDERS THE STRENGTH 

            TO LEAD THEIR MEN AND WOMEN INTO COMBAT.  TODAY, OUR NATION NEEDS ALL OUR 

    PRAYERS.  OUR MARINES AND SAILORS NEED OUR 

        PRAYERS.  IN THE DIFFICULT MONTHS AHEAD, 

            THOSE OF US IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS WILL INCREASINGLY LOOK TO YOU, OUR CHAPLAINS, FOR 

    SPIRTUAL AND MORAL GUIDANCE.  BE READY. 

PLEASE ENJOY THE CONFERENCE, ENJOY HAWAII, 

    AND FIND TIME TO VISIT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED 

        OFFICERS CLUB AT KANEOHE BAY.  YOU WILL BE 

            IMPRESSED.  AND FINALLY, AND ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, PLEASE ACCEPT MY ADMIRATION 

    AND RESPECT FOR ALL YOU DO FOR OUR MARINES, 

        SAILORS, AND THEIR FAMILIES.  GOD BLESS 

            EACH OF YOU AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.

SENIOR LEADERSHIP MINISTRY CONFERENCE 

HALE KOA HOTEL
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