Genesis 3
 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 
2And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, "You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die."' 
4Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 
8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" 
10So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." 
11And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" 
12Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." 
13And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 
The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."


God loves us and always watches over us.  God also wants us to remain in good communion with Him, to enjoy a good relationship with Him, as well as with each other.  This is clearly seen in this passage from Genesis 3.


As we all know, Adam and Eve could eat freely of any tree, except one – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The serpent tricks Eve, she eats of the fruit, and then Adam partakes soon thereafter.  They have changed their relationship with God.  Their eyes are opened, they know that they are naked, and after hearing the Lord walking in the garden in the cool of the day, they hide from God behind the bushes.  The Lord asks, “Where are you?”  Great scene hiding behind bush.  Is God playing hide and go seek?  I doubt it.  It seems to me that God is asking Adam and Eve the question – where are you? so that they, individually and collectively, can examine their relationship with God – and with each other!  God loves them and wants to help them return to be right standing with God --- and each other.  


When God and Adam connect in the garden, Adam finally says that he was hiding because he was naked.  God asks, “who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you NOT to eat?”


Without hesitation, Adam says, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.”


God turns to Eve and asks, “what is this you have done?”  Without hesitation, she says, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”


God provides an opportunity for these two to confess --- to come clean --- and they do, eventually, AFTER QUICKLY BLAMING SOMEONE ELSE.


Their relationship with God is affected by their willingness to be truthful.  Their relationship is affected by their ability to communicate.  Their relationship is affected by their commitment to each other --- by many factors.  

As God shows great interest and importance in relationships, they become one of the main centerpieces in our lives as Chaplains and RPs.  We help people with their relationship with God and with others.
However, all of us are in relationship with God and with others, causing us to also be affected by those same factors.  And thus, the same question that is asked of Adam and Eve can also be asked of us.  Where are you?  Where are we in our relationships?  Do we communicate the truth to our family members, verbally and non-verbally?  Are we honest at work with those in our office and with the Command?  Do we as leaders in this Pacific Rim reflect the intent of being honest and truthful in our dealings with other Marines, Sailors, and family members?

Sometimes it is tough.  Sometimes we might be hearing the question --- “what is this you have done?”  With our gift of gab and possibly the fear of appearing to make a mistake at this point of our careers, it could be easy to follow the example of Adam and Eve, without hesitation, blame it on another and then finally accept some responsibility.  AS IT WAS NOT GOOD FOR ADAM AND EVE, IT IS NOT GOOD FOR US.

I know that I have heard this question asked of me in different forms by a strong leader during the past two years, and it has made me a better command chaplain.

Let us all learn from our forebearers, in Scripture and in the present day.  Let us respond to our commitment to the Lord in our everyday life.

We all have faults and idiosyncrasies.  Those who live and work with me kindly endure my sense of humor which does not always come across as intended.  They suffer some of my extroverted ways --- which perhaps can be overwhelming at times.  Hopefully, they see my genuine concern for the RMTs entrusted to me, for the Marines, Sailors and family members – for people.

Where are we?  Are we hiding from God and others behind a bush? ---behind the insignia on our lapel?  ---behind the pulpit?  ---- behind the desk?

Or are we engaged life, truthfully and honestly?  ----in leadership, bravely and courageously?  

--- with people, with care and concern?  

---and with God, naked and humble.

God loves us and wants us to remain in RIGHT STANDING with Him.  Let us choose the path of obedience to our God, to truth and honesty, to accountability --- not for our glory, BUT FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.  Amen.

Let us pray.  Gracious God, You Who loves all, we pause this morning to thank You for all that we enjoy.  We are grateful Lord for the opportunity that we have to serve – yes, serve You Lord, serve Your people, and serve our nation.

Enable us to be true leaders, reflecting the purest light, the Divine Light which comes only from You, thus bringing Your love to those with whom we meet, work and play.

Grant us to remain in right standing with You, Almighty God, through our honesty, our integrity, and our courage.  Bless our relationships that they are guided by Your holy presence.  May all that we say and do be pleasing in Your sight.  Amen.
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