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Good evening ladies and gentlemen, and thank you for allowing me a few moments to speak with you.  This is an auspicious gathering, with many important representatives of the Hawaii business and civic community.


But there are some truly special people here tonight, though you may not know it by their dress and demeanor.  If you look around the room, you'll see several young men in their dress blue uniforms.  These young Marines are from the 4th Force Reconnaissance Company, based across the island at Marine Corps Base Hawaii.  They have recently returned from duty in Iraq, most notably operating in and around Baghdad.  

Because of the nature of what they do, operating mostly in the shadows and in secret, you wouldn't have heard of their exploits while they were there.  But let me assure you, the mission these men accomplished was one of vital importance to our success on the battlefield.  They answered their nation's call, and did so with a great deal of pride and professionalism – but that's to be expected; after all, they are Marines.


I'd like to ask you to join me in saluting these brave men for their dedication and service. (Applause).



You would think that after returning home from Operation Iraqi Freedom, that these outstanding reserve Marines would be able to enjoy some well-deserved rest and relaxation before returning to their civilian jobs and lives.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  These Marines came home to another important mission, this one almost diametrically opposite the one they've just completed.  

After spending months battling separation from hearth and home, desert weather, and poor living conditions – not to mention an enemy that was shooting at them, they came home to the task of helping combat despair, hopelessness and the aching want that so many of Hawaii's children face.   These Marines are war heroes -- thanks in great part to your support here in Hawaii while they were deployed to the war zone.  Now they need your support again in this fight. 

The Marine Corps Reserve's Toys for Tots program is now in its 63rd year.  Last year alone, more than 66,000 toys were collected or purchased with your generous donations.  These toys were distributed to nearly 26,000 needy children here in Hawaii.  These children had a Christmas for one reason and one reason only – because you, the community, cared enough to open your hearts and wallets to help those less fortunate.

This year our goal is to collect another 65,000 toys.  We're off to a good start, but we cannot afford to be complacent – not if we're going to accomplish this vital mission.  Christmas is but a few short weeks away.

Tonight's event will help us greatly toward our ambitious goal; the gifts you have brought tonight are greatly appreciated by the Marines, and most importantly, by the children of Hawaii whose Christmas will be brightened by your largesse.  Though you may never see their faces, you should know that Christmas morning, they are radiant with a glow that would truly warm your hearts.  That wouldn't be possible if not for you.    

Thank you for your time, your support, and your generosity.  Semper Fidelis, and Happy Holidays!

