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Men and women, who live fully, live simultaneously in three dimensions. They live in the past through their recognition of the debt of gratitude they owe to those who have gone before them.  They live in the present through the acceptance of obligations they have toward one another.  And they live in the future through their acknowledgement of responsibilities they have to generations as yet unborn.  


To live fully in each of these dimensions we must willingly accept the responsibilities of citizenship.  To accept our responsibilities toward others, to recognize the enduring brotherhood of man is the essence and burden of citizenship.  It is through the act of shouldering the burden of citizenship that individual freedom is realized. 


These obligations or duties of citizenship connect the generations past, present, and future.  They defy the otherwise absolute limits of the dimensions of space and time.  They are in a sense “other worldly,” for they are derived from Love itself, the force that transcends, the force that abides, the force that endures.


In celebrating Memorial Day, we acknowledge this labor of love, this fundamental duty of citizenship in a special way.  On this day, we remember those whose love was of the noblest character because it demanded the greatest sacrifice a man can make, to lay down his life for another.


To witness love of this kind is to be transformed, to be forever changed by the Power that makes all things new.  Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes (a veteran of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War) made reference to this life altering experience of noble sacrifice in the first Memorial Day address in 1884.  Speaking to surviving members of his old regiment, the 20th Massachusetts, he said: “Through our great good fortune, in our youth our hearts were touched with fire.”


The fire that Justice Holmes spoke of is the special grace that ennobles the heart and invigorates the actions, feelings, and memories of those who commit themselves at risk of life to a cause that transcends narrow self-interest, a cause that at once elevates the individual above himself to a plane where time has no purchase, and past and future dissolve into the eternal present.


Today we are gathered in an ancient caldera, a fire pit from when the Earth was new.  We are surrounded by the presence of those whose hearts were touched with fire.  We come together as citizens to remember them, but more importantly to be renewed and inspired by them.  The reality of their sacrifice, the flame of their love burns eternally, and we cannot help but be touched by the intensity of their enduring and incandescent humanity.  


Sgt Lawrence Fisher of Iowa, a member of the 1st Marine Division, is buried here.  Sgt Fisher gave his life in the Battle of Okinawa so that liberty might remain our birthright.  The nobility of his sacrifice is undiminished after almost sixty years, and his brothers in arms still mourn his loss.  His example serves to remind us that the cost of liberty is love, that all consuming love that enables a man to lay down his life for others.


The example of Sgt Fisher’s self-less devotion to duty is being followed by a new generation of Americans.  Young men and women who willingly take up the mantle of citizenship in its most demanding form rather than see that duty passed to someone else.  They step forward and serve in places like Afghanistan and Iraq, and elsewhere where the Reign of Terror would shout down the measured voice of Reason.


But the voice of Reason will not be shouted down, for in its tones of measured discourse the seed of Liberty finds fertile ground.  And where liberty takes root, young men and women find courage to rise above self-interest and the paralyzing fear it engenders.  They begin to recognize their obligations to one another, to generations past and future.  Where liberty takes root, self-less courage abounds, and men and women live in three dimensions, aware of who they are, where they come from, and the direction they intend for the future.


I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the Boys Scouts of America, the organization that more than any other has dedicated itself to the cultivation of the virtues of good citizenship among the youth of our nation.  Under the guidance of this great institution, Scouts learn to pay particular attention to the dictates of honorable conduct. They learn to put theory into practice by being always ready to lend a helping hand, and by doing a good turn every day.  These are the simple maxims that have guided Scouting for past Century.


Simple maxims based on sound principles can give rise to powerful forces, every bit as potent as the tectonic shifts that raised these islands from the depths of the sea.  The idea that “all men are created equal,” is perhaps the most compelling example of the power of an idea based on principle.  This simple “self-evident truth” gave rise to the birth of a new nation.  This nation, built on the concept of equality, on the recognition of the brotherhood of man, is under assault today by fanatics who would smother the flame of liberty, lest its light illuminate the world.


The work of the Boy Scouts of America in laying the foundations of good citizenship for a new generation of Americans is more important now than ever.  If we are to prevail as a nation of free men and women living under the rule of law, we must have knowledgeable informed citizens who live fully in all three dimensions.  We must remain a nation of people who never forget those valiant men and women who ensured our liberty as an American birthright.  We must remain a nation dedicated to the duties of citizenship that our common brotherhood requires of us.  And finally, we must be ever conscious of our obligation to be good stewards of the magnificent natural environment entrusted to our care.  We must pass this treasure on unspoiled, along with our revered political and civic institutions, to the generations that follow.  


The Boys Scouts have a fundamental role to play in preparing our next generation of citizens, in shaping the future of our nation.  That role is to continue to do as they have always done, to stand up for what is right and just, and to bear witness to what is true.  These simple maxims will definitely move tectonic forces. These forces are already in motion.  They are the age-old forces of Good and Evil, opposed in the struggle between the light of truth and the darkness of fanatical ignorance.   The outcome of the struggle has never been in doubt, for in the end we know that Love, not hate, conquers all.    
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